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You will find in this issue a review of Federation’s activities from January to
March 2009. We apologize for the delay. We have been without the services of our
Communication Coordinator in 2009. The problem will be resolved shortly. This
issue was written with the assistance of our volunteer and Director at-Large Al
Gallop. Thanks Al!

President’s Message
Greetings to all ATV enthusiasts!
We have barely begun 2009 and I must admit
that the Federation has done a lot of progress
in many areas that will affect our collective
development. We believe that the ATV recreation image will change in the very near future.
A lot of changes are also required on our part
in order to conform ourselves to what will be
asked of us. The government presented a long
term management strategy for trails in New
Brunswick. Of interest to us in this trail management process is the fact that the government has indicated its desire to put in place
policies that will include the use of All Terrain
Vehicle – on the road. With this being said, do
not believe that we will be able to go get the
groceries on an ATV . This is not the case at
all. In fact, what is proposed would give us
access to certain services, bridges, overpasses,
to name a few. This will also offer us the opportunity to link some trails, have access to
certain roads with less debris and this, on certain limited sections. This approach is very
favourable in order to establish legal trails and/
or the support to use certain sections responsibly.
Another interesting aspect is that the Federation has met with the Dept. of Tourism and
Parks (TAP) and they have suggested an economic impact study in order to see the potential the sport of ATV represents here in New
Brunswick.

tempt to progress with this study.
There could be some positive results as early as Spring 2009 which
coincides well with our different
approaches with various panels of
the government.
The Federal government will also contribute,
and during the last budget, has indicated an
investment of 25 million dollars towards trail
development in the Country. We are proacNBATVF
President Daniel
tive to this level as we
are already
readyBoucher
and
our project is well established. We would like
to have all of those monies but this would be
impossible as these funds will be delegated to
all the Provinces.
Notwithstanding, there is still a lot to be done
and many decisions to be made. It is not always easy to justify our decisions initially
made but the results will have some positive
results and we can already see it. The Federation is taking some time to reflect on many
aspects and it will not be easy to make certain
choices because nature has it that we want to
make decisions based on our own desires and
not the realistic need to progress. Some decisions will indicate a fresh start, a new vision,
a new direction and new approaches that will
have some unhappy people but this also forms
part of human nature. If we want to progress
with our Federation, there will be some difficult decisions to be made by the Board of Directors.

Those Clubs that form our membership at the
Federation will also have some choices to
They have shown great interest in our strategic
make if they want to progress with us. We
plan and our presentation, and TAP has shown
must work together in order to establish a
an interest. In the coming months, the Fedbetter future.
eration will cooperate with the TAP in an at-
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Meeting with NBFSC and NB Trails Council
Jacques Poirier, NBATVF General Manager, Ross Antworth,
General Manager of the New Brunswick Snowmobile Federation and Paul Jorgensen, Executive Director for Sentiers NB
Trails met on January 6, 2009 at the Federation office to get
organized and get the ball rolling to seek funding from the government for trail development and trail maintenance. Currently, these groups have enough funds to provide

basic maintenance to current
trail systems, but this maintenance is not to the appropriate quality required. All
groups have agreed that
there should be a partnership
with government to build and maintain the trail system.

Trail Working Group Committee Meeting
The Government of New Brunswick published during 2008 a
Trail Strategy to address issues related to the three major trail
network: Sentier NB Trail, the snowmobile trail network and
the all-terrain vehicle (ATV) trail network. A working group
comprised of representatives of the 3 groups plus government
departments (Natural Resources, Public Safety, Tourism and
Parks and Transportations) and a Steering Committee have
been established to implement the strategy.
The Working Committee met on January 7, 2009 to discuss
issues Government raised with respect to the way ahead for
trail applications, maintenance and development. Federation

President Daniel Boucher and General Manager Jacques Poirier were in attendance. The committee also worked on a draft
DOT Trails Strategy policy for eventual submission to the
Steering Committee. This strategy, if accepted, would provide
access to services and trail linkages to ATV drivers using
roads.
Daniel and Jacques participated to four (4) other Trail Working Group Committee meetings to work on the draft DOT
Trails Strategy. These meetings were held on January 28,
February 3 and 16, and March 31, 2009. Jacques also attended
a sub-committee meeting on February 16.

Meeting with Brunway
Our Federation was invited on January 7, 2009 to attend a
meeting chaired by BRUNWAY. In attendance were representatives from DOT, Tourism and Parks, NBATVF (Daniel
Boucher and Jacques Poirier) and NBFSC. Currently, NBFSC
has a temporary, seasonal agreement, similar to a Highway
Usage Permit, to construct a trail on BRUNWAY land between St Leonard and Green River. Our Federation was asked
if we would be interested in assuming responsibility (signing

a lease) for development
and maintenance of the
trail for non-winter seasons. The meeting was
advised that the Federation would have to research the feasibility of such an undertaking, to include costs and if local clubs would be willing to
assume this responsibility.

AQCC - Safety Committee Meeting
The All terrain Quad Council of Canada’s Safety Committee, of
which our General Manager Jacques Poirier is a member, met
on January 10 and 11, 2009 in Halifax to discuss how to proceed forward with the adoption of the ATV Safety Institute
(ASI) course to replace the current Canada Safety Council

(CSC) ATV Safe Riders course. They also discussed training of an ASI Chief Instructor, and
whether to convert current CSC Safety Instructors or to train new ones to ASI standards.

The New Brunswick All Terrain Vehicle Federation was incorporated in 1998
with a vision of promoting safe and responsible ATV use in New Brunswick.
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Federation Trail Committee Meeting
Federation General Manager Jacques Poirier and Trail Coor- for modifications, additions or deletions. The
dinator Benoit Cyr attended Federation Trail Committee
group also reviewed documentation related
meetings on January 13 and 14, 2009. The Trail Committee to trails maintenance and inspection.
met to look at current trail signs to verify if the current inventory selection is adequate, or if there was a requirement

Jacques Poirier / Benoit Cyr

Off-Road Vehicle Safety Committee Meeting
The Off-Road Vehicle Safety Committee, comprised of the
Dept. of Public Safety, the Dept. of Natural Resources, the
Dept. of Tourism and Parks, RCMP, ORVEU, NBATVF
and NBFSC met on January 15, 20 and 27, 2009.
January 15
Federation President Daniel Boucher and General Manager
Jacques Poirier attended the meeting. The purpose was to
discuss what measures could be put forward to increase public awareness and education , that would be beneficial to all
stakeholders.
January 20

moving forward with discussions on the
new draft DOT Policy. They also expressed a need to have the Off-road Vehicle Enforcement Officers (ORVEOs)
actively involved to provide input to the
Steering Committee. It was believed they are essentially the
eyes of the Government on the trails, and are in a good position
to identify areas that need to be addressed.
January 27
The General Manager Jacques Poirier met with representatives
to research documents from other jurisdictions to determine how
they allow access to roadways by ATVs.

Federation President Daniel Boucher and General Manager
Jacques Poirier attended this meeting . The committee is

Meeting with the Director of Crown Lands
On January 15, 2009, Federation President Daniel Boucher,
General Manager Jacques Poirier and Trail Coordinator Ben
Cyr met with the Director of Crown Lands (DNR) Peter
MacNutt.

cupation agreements. Specifically, issues were raised concerning proper or lack of signage, trail maintenance and dealing with the beaver problem.

This meeting was to discuss issues DNR had with respect to
due diligence of users in following the terms of license of oc-

Discussions are ongoing on these issues.

NBATVF Finance Committee Meeting
The Federation Finance Committee met on January 19, 2009.
The Committee is comprised of the Treasurer Paul
Branscombe, Daniel Boucher, Herman Berry, Marc Haché,
Daniel Fournier and Jacques Poirier. The purpose of the

meeting was to prepare the preliminary budget for the following year, for presentation to the Board of Directors. They also
reviewed the current budget to ensure that it was being adhered
to.

The NBATVF believes that only through growth of local clubs can we benefit from strength in numbers
when addressing land use and legislative issues that relate to your interests as an ATV enthusiast.
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Meeting with the Minister of Natural Resources
On January 21, 2009, Federation President Daniel Boucher and
General Manager Jacques Poirier met with the Minister of
Natural Resources Hon. Wally Stiles. The Strategic Development Plan was presented to the Minister. Issues regarding registration fees for side-by-side off-road vehicles and dirt bikes were
also discussed. Currently, side-by-sides can be registered either
as a farm vehicle or as an ATV. Those registered as ATVs pay
the additional $25 fee that goes to the Trail Management Trust
Fund, whereas the former do not pay this fee. The Federation’s
position is that any ATV that uses Club/Federation trails

should be paying the $25 fee. Dirt bikes now pay
a $16 registration fee, and a number frequently
use our trails. It was recommended that these
vehicles also pay the extra fee. The Minister was
supportive of these recommendations.
The opportunity was taken to discuss joint use of
Hon. Wally
trails and possible DNR funding to maintain cur- Stiles
rent and new trails on DNR property.

Meeting with the Department of Public Safety
On February 5, 2009, Federation General Manager Jacques
Poirier met with the Department of Public Safety to discuss
and review increasing forward momentum on DOT

policy affecting ATV use of
roadways.

Shippagan Meeting
On February 6, 2009, representatives from NBATVF (Daniel
Boucher, Jacques Poirier and Ben Cyr), NBFSC, DNR and
ORVEO met in Shippagan to discuss problematic issues concerning joint use of trails in the area. According to agreements,
trails were supposed to be twinned, however, DNR said this
was impossible for environmental reasons.

DNR supports sharing a 2.2 km portion
of the existing NBFSC-used portion of
trail. Currently, the NBATVF is the only
user that supports this initiative.

Meeting Held in Moncton
A number of meetings were held in Moncton in February 2009:
•

Executive Committee meeting - February 13

•

Board of Directors meeting - February14

Motorcycle and ATV Show
The NBATVF was a major sponsor of this year’s show in
Moncton from February 13 to 15, 2009. Master Promotions did
an excellent job of ensuring our
logo, etc, were prominently displayed, whether people looked up
or down. The Executive, Directors and staff, and a number of
spouses enjoyed manning our
booth, providing information to
the public and enthusiastically
showing support for ATVing.

•

Trails Committee and
By-laws and Policy
Committee February14
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NBATVF Lottery
The NBATVF lottery is designed to provide a source of revenue
to member clubs, and to a lesser degree, to the Federation office, for enhancement of our sport. $3.00 of every ticket sold
goes to selling clubs, and $2.00 goes to the Federation.
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The draw this year was held at the Moncton Motorcycle and
ATV show on February 15. The lucky winners were:
•

Honda TRX420FE - Mathieu McCaie, Rogersville

•

$4000 Can-Am Credit - Don Lamkey, Napan

•

Cargo Pro Utility Trailer - Joseph Frigault of Miscou

•

$2500 Cash Prize - Rick Jennings, Saint John

•

$1000 Cash Prize - Chris Coughlin, Geary

•

ATV Nfld Tour - Jamie Gagnon, DSL Drummond

•

Honda EU300is Generator - Colette Daigle, Pointe-Sapin

•

Lise McCaie received $250 for selling the winning ticket
for the ATV.

Marc Haché / Joseph Frigault

Jacques Poirier / Rick Jennings

Jacques Poirier / Jamie
Gagnon

Photos for Don Lamkey and Chris Coughlin are not available.
Jacques Poirier / Colette Daigle

Jacques Poirier / Lise McCale

Meeting with the Department of Public Safety
On February 16, 2009 Federation President Daniel Boucher
and General Manager Jacques Poirier met with the Department
of Public Safety and the head of the ORVEU to discuss training standards related to the adoption of the ATV Safety Institute (ASI) training in NB.
Subsequent to this, the NB Chief Instructor, Daniel Boucher
went to Alpharetta, Georgia in the US from February 19 to
March 2, 2009 to be trained as an ASI Chief Instructor.

Roses Rally - Club VTT/ATV Chaleur
On February 21, 2009. Federation General Manager Jacques
Poirier and Cathy Comeau, Administrative Assistant/
Accounting Clerk, attended this well-represented event, held in
support of breast cancer. By all accounts the Randonnée des
roses was a well-organized run with good attendance. There
were 280 registrations and approximately 158 ATVs on the
trails. A grand total of $6985 was raised for breast cancer. Well
done!! Congratulations to Club VTT/ATV Chaleur.

Photos from the ASI Chief Instructor Training in Alpharetta, Georgia
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Regional Meetings
Four (4) regional meetings were held from January to March
2009.
Region 3
During Region 3 meeting held on January 23, 2009,
two Directors were elected: Alyre LeBreton and Vincent Richard. Alyre subsequently resigned. His position will be filled at the next regional meeting.

Region 6

Vincent Richard

Region 4
During Region 4 meeting held on February 10,
2009, two Directors were elected: Paul Colford
and Keith Somers.
Region 5

item being to discuss the trail pass proposal. The delegates in
attendance were generally in favor with the way the Federation is moving ahead on this subject, and with the proposal
itself.

Region 6 held a meeting on January 18,
2009. The meeting was chaired by the
NBATVF President, Daniel Boucher.
Daniel presented the NBATVF Strategic
Development Plan, and issues reDavid Hatt / Donald St-Pierre
lated to implementation of the plan
were discussed. The meeting also elected two Region Directors. Congratulations to: David Hatt and Donald St-Pierre!

Paul Colford / Keith Somers

On March 31, 2009, Federation President
Daniel Boucher and General Manager Jacques Poirier attended
a meeting of Region 5. The meeting was chaired by Roger
Daigle, with the main

To the new Directors, congratulation and welcome. To the reelected Directors, as well as the new, we look forward to your
continued involvement in moving our Federation forward.

AD HOC Committee Meeting
The committee met on March 10, 2009 to discuss and finalize
2009. A majority of the data has already been forwarded to
the NBATVF trail pass recommendations that was presented to clubs for their review.
the Board of Directors meeting on March 15, 2009. The final
Members of this committee are: Daniel Boucher, Jacques
package will be presented to delegates at the AGM on 19 April,
Poirier, Roger Daigle and David Hatt.

Meeting with the Minister of Public Safety
On March 11, 2009, Federation President Daniel Boucher and
General Manager Jacques Poirier met with the Minister of
Public Safety Hon. John Foran to present the NBATVF Strategic Development Plan. Also in attendance were the Deputy
Minister and Assistant Deputy Minister Public Safety, The
Deputy Minister Department of Transport and the Chief Engineer Department of Transport.
All present were impressed with the presentation. Our representatives took the opportunity to recommend regulations be
changed to increase the registration fee for dirt bikes and sideby-side UTVs, allowing the Federation to collect $25 from

each registration for the Trust Fund.
Concerns concerning the Off-Road Vehicle Act
(ORVA), Motor Vehicle Act (MVA) and Highway
Act concerning access by ATVs were expressed.
Our members indicated the urgency of this matter
being resolved as soon as possible. The Minister
subsequently directed his staff to prepare a paper
for him to try to present it during the Fall
Hon. John Foran
Sitting of the Legislature.

As an advocacy group acting on behalf of its' members, the NBATVF is an active participant in
several government initiatives.
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Personnel and Executive Committee Meetings
On March 14, 2009, the Federation’s Personnel Committee met
to discuss employee issues. The Executive Committee met the
same day to ensure all members were up to date on all

activities affecting the Federation, in preparation for the
Board of Directors meeting the following day.

Meeting with NBFSC Board of Directors
On March 14, 2009, Federation President Daniel Boucher met
with the NBFSC Board of Directors, and presented our Strategic Development Plan, which was favorably received. They did
express their perception that the NBFSC is losing trails to
ATVs, with no benefit to the NBFSC.

Our President explained that it is not the intention of our Federation to take over all snowmobile trails, but to create links/sharing in specific
areas for limited distances.

Board of Directors Meeting
On March 15, 2009, the Federation Board of Directors met in
Oromocto to discuss various issues affecting our organization,

NOHVCC Conference
From March 23 to 30, 2009, Federation President Daniel
Boucher and General Manager Jacques Poirier attended the
2009 Annual Conference of the National Off Highway Vehicle
Conservation Council (NOHVCC) in Houston Texas.
The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council is a
publicly supported, education foundation organized for the
sole purpose of developing and providing a wide spectrum of
programs, materials and information, or “tools”, to individuals,
clubs, associations and agencies in order to further a positive future for responsible OHV recreation.

including trail passes.
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Guiding Principles for OHV Development

The All Terrain Quad Council of Canada (AQCC) proposes 5
guiding principles for OHV development.
Every OHV Rider Must:
1.

Know how to obtain appropriate training, education and
information related to the safe operation of their vehicle.

2.

Know how to reduce the operational impact of their vehicle on the natural environment, other recreational enthusiasts and the community at large.

3.

Know with certainty that they have permission to enter
and use every riding opportunity they choose to access.

4.

Know the laws, obligations, and expectations associated
with the entry and use of every riding opportunity they
choose to access.

5.

Know how they have contributed their fair share to the
cost of creating and maintaining every riding opportunity they choose to access.

Together, these principles provide a strategic concept for OHV
development now and for the future.

Be a part of the solution.
Join your local ATV/Quad
club today!

