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JULY 2008

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I would like to take a moment to discuss an important subject ‘The Power of
an Organization’. Every organization has certain power at different levels,
whether it is a local sports organization or even an economic based organization and/or others. Your Federation is well and truly part of the organizations that represents the interests of enthusiasts of all terrain vehicles in
New Brunswick.
Yes, I said one of those that make up the organizations that represent the
interests of enthusiasts of all terrain vehicles in New Brunswick. Allow me to
explain, each club that make up our great Federation is, in essence, a whole
organization in itself, each club thus has a responsibility to its members, but
also has to collaborate with their local authority in order to develop. Each
club is a link of the Federation and not only has to collaborate with local authorities, but also has to work together with neighbouring clubs. The Federation has grown over many years, much that we have overcome is due to
our power.
Many will say what power, even when we examine our contributions, we
have had much evolution, the major part of this evolution was acquired by
people that, like you, have at heart, the development of their recreation; and
I want to thank you for all the time given to simple tasks, maybe a perilous
task at the moment, and yes, all the volunteers that work among our 60
clubs, throughout our province, that face numerous challenges whether it be
a request for the right to pass, trail repairs or construction, sign installation,
event management or any other related task.
Ladies and gentleman, you have certainly determined our real strength, that
of our volunteers, it is they who keep the clubs going, it is they that assure
trail development locally and in their region. All together we make up approximately 8800 members, and if we unite behind one line of thought, a
common need, we then have a focal point. This strength will be heard in a
way that our development will have to listen.
What can we do on an individual basis to assure we give strength to our organization, here is the trick. You can join a local club if you aren’t already a
member, if you are a member, you can participate in your local club development in many ways, and the most important is to set a good example at rallies / runs.
In closing, I want to emphasize the efforts put forth by your Board of Directors, the Federation office and its employees, and all other members that
contribute to different club activities. I want to emphasize the efforts put
forth by the committee that is working on our Strategic Development Plan for
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To date, there are two vacant Director’s seats, one in Region 4 and one in Region 7.
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IN MEMORY OF GARY DOUCETTE – by Larry Sovey
On our stroll through life, we encounter many different types of people. I encountered Gary after I bought my first ATV in New Brunswick. I soon became an admirer
of this charismatic outdoors person. I joined his Oromocto ATV Club and became the
Region Director. He made me laugh every time I met him. He has made me cry with
his much too soon passing.
When friends come so quickly and go even much more quickly, I wonder how fair life
really is. As Gary would say, “don’t worry about folks I’m way ahead of you”. Funny
thing is he was always ahead of me waiting at the next corner so I wouldn’t get lost.
I was always at the back of the pack just following the dust.
I didn’t know about his Union involvement till his funeral, nor all the other organizations he was involved in, as Gary never talked about himself. The only story he ever
told me was when he was hunting and fell out of a tree and broke his back. He even
showed me the tree he fell out of. As if he held it in some regard. He always presented himself as if he was never really important to anyone. Man was he ever
wrong. He just never knew how important to us all he really was.

Gary Doucette

We have lost a good friend to our outdoor world, an avid ATV ‘r, he was ready to go
at a moments notice. The NBATVF has lost a founding member who always wanted
what we all want, and that is legal trails to ride on.
The Federation lost a founding member. The Oromocto ATV Club lost its President of
10 years. I have lost a very good friend. If there are ATV’s in heaven and I know if
there weren’t any before, Gary will be at the front of the line setting things up for the
rest of us to follow.
One day we’ll all get together and Gary will say, “Jees guys forget the crap lets go
riding”. I’m waiting for that lineup, to once more ride with such a good friend. We’ll
be thinking about you Gary. Get R Dun.

GARY DOUCETTE, MY FRIEND—by Dave Lynch
I have known Gary for many years. We worked together on a number of projects on Base
Gagetown and discussed ATVing incessantly. Gary was the only person I knew who drank
more coffee than I do, but of course I drank more beer than him. Gary and I planned 4 trips
to Newfoundland together and only succeeded in 2 but both were excellent. His sense of humour and “who cares” attitude was always welcome. On the trips he was always the second
guy up in the morning. That’s because he waited for me to make the coffee. He always had a
smile for me and he loved to tease everyone, even first thing in the morning. I could tell a
few stories about Gary but I will only talk about 3 things.
The first I will talk about is not long after I met Gary at the 2nd meeting of the Oromocto ATV
Club I was at a meeting on base at CE. On the walls there were 50 or more sports pictures.
And in every one of them there was “Gibby”. The next time I saw him I asked him when he
got fat and lazy and quit the sports scene. He said about the same time I quit drinking and
having fun at it.
The second is that Gary was a friend to all he met. Always with a smile and a laugh he was
never down. Even the last few times we spoke he was upbeat and still had a sense of humour
I could never muster or match.
The third was Gary’s dream – to make ATVing the sport in New Brunswick; to see good trails
and responsible riders. I think he wanted these things even more than many ever knew or
realized.
Well I know and I will do my best to help realize his dream.

Gary Doucette
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STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN COMMITTEE
The first meeting of the Strategic Development Plan Committee was held on
July 7, 2007 in Fredericton. The committee members reviewed the consultant’s, Jacques Nadeau, draft ‘Riding with Pride’ and also reviewed the questionnaires distributed to members.
The committee discussed the membership mandate, expected results and
processes. They also discussed the vision, trail network and enforcement
(i.e. trail ambassadors). The committee also talked about the community
based ATV tourism product.
They will be having their next committee meeting on September 5, 2008.

MESSAGE FROM TRAIL COORINATOR— BENOIT CYR
The trail application for Northumberland County in the Miramichi region for
the Outback Trail Runners was approved March 25, 2008. This agreement
gives access to 45.6 kms of trail on Crown land.
The trail application for Restigouche County for Club VTT 2000 was approved
July 2, 2008. This agreement gives access to 26.5 kms of trail on Crown
land.

FREDERICTON ATV CLUB MEETING WITH ORVEU OFFICERS
Communications Coordinator, Kira Simms, attended a meeting with the Fredericton ATV Club and Off Road Vehicle Enforcement Unit Officers on July 2,
2008. This was a very informative meeting and gave us great insight as to
what the ORVEU officers have to deal with on a daily basis.
All complaints come from their head office in the Miramichi. When they go
to an area, they check with the local police force and RCMP to get an idea of
how they are handling ATV concerns. They then try to go by the same standards all in accordance to their mandate of upholding the Off Road Vehicle
Act. When in an area that has received complaints, everyone will be
stopped. They believe in Education and Enforcement. Here are some
MUSTS when it comes to the ORVEU:
- MUST wear a helmet; MUST have ATV registration, insurance and driver’s
license with you (photocopies acceptable); MUST have visible license plate;
MUST have registration and inspection for trailer; MUST drive responsibly.
Please note as well that if you have your ATV in the back of your truck, you
can be pulled over and asked for your ATV registration and insurance. Your
trailers must also have registration and an inspection sticker renewed every
year.
ORVEU officers enjoy attending rallies and going on runs. Feel free to invite
them to your area by calling their toll free number 1-877-449-2244.

ORVEU Officer Mike Burris,
Fredericton ATV Club President Bob Randall, ORVEU
Officer Dean Murdock
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CLOSED COURSE EXCURSION IN EDMUNDSTON
Three members from the Department of Public Safety—Chuck O’Donnell,
Greg Thompson and Chrystiane Mallaley, the ORVEU Supervisor Dan Pugh,
two members from the NBFSC—Ross Antworth and Léon Bourque and
NBATVF General Manager Jacques Poirier and President Daniel Boucher were
in Edmundston July 15 and 16, 2008 to look at options on the trail system to
designate as a closed course. Club VTT du Nord-Ouest Inc. President Louise
Whittaker and husband Ian participated with the group through club trails to
essentially see what could be used as a closed course for children under the
age of 14.

COHV—ATV SAFETY COURSE
With Bill 17 soon to be proclaimed in the Legislature, children between the ages of
6 and 15, along with their parents or guardians, will require certification of an ATV
Safety Course. The NBATVF has been providing this course since 2001, free of
charge to children under 16 since 2007, and now with the support of the COHV, the
course is available to parents or guardians for only $20.00.
Jacques Poirier, General Manager of the NBATVF states “In actual fact, we have our
kids at heart and want them to have the best in safety. This course will give them
the tools and techniques they require to operate an ATV safely. We are offering
the course to parents at a lesser cost of $20.00 instead of $50.00 or $80.00. We
believe it will be of benefit to the parents to have the course because it gives them
the tools and knowledge they need, so when they are out riding with or supervising
their children, they will be able to recognize errors and correct them.”
NBATVF certified instructors will be conducting the ATV Safety Course until the fall
2008. The NBATVF will be contacting the parents and guardians of children who
have already taken the safety course by letter to encourage them to register for
the ATV Safety Course. You can also contact the NBATVF office at 1-888-847-1100
or by email at nbatving@nb.aibn.com

FEDERATION WELCOMES ANOTHER NEW CLUB
At it’s Board of Directors Meeting on June 21, 2008, the Federation accepted a new club. Let us welcome the York North Ridge Runners ATV Club (Burtt’s Corner) to the Federation. Congratulations!

PERTH-ANDOVER MULTI PURPOSE TRAIL GRAND OPENING
President of the Victoria County ATV Club, James McInnis hosted a remarkable Grand Opening for the multi purpose trail from Perth-Andover to Plaster
Rock on July 18, 2008. Our Federation President, General Manager and Trail
Coordinator were all present to extend their support along with local government, media and general public. James expressed great thanks to all the
support and hard work put into obtaining their goal of obtaining this approved trail. Congratulations to everyone involved and in James’ words
“Ride safe and have fun!”
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KEDGWICK COMMEMORATES FIRST MASS
Our Trail Coordinator, Ben Cyr attended the commemorative mass on July 20
in Maltais near Kedgwick. Along with the mayor of Kedgwick and approximately 400 people, they left a permanent commemorative cross on the exact
spot where mass was first conducted 100 years ago. All the descendants of
the Maltais family were also present, who were the owners of the land 100
years ago. The Federation is proud to extend our support to the community
of Kedgwick for this special event.

MIRAMICHI OFF ROAD ATV CLUB MUD FEST JULY 12, 2008
Federation President, Daniel Boucher comments “This was a very well organized event, especially with it
being their first. I was impressed at how smoothly everything went and the number of volunteers they
had available to help.” With over 400 spectators, Miramichi Mud Fest 2008 was a great success. The
ATV Drag racing, ATV pulls, ATV Back to Back pulls and the Mud Bog were conducted with safety as first
priority and all went well. Congratulations Miramichi Off Road ATV Club on a spectacular event.

NBATVF President Daniel
Boucher & Miramichi Off
Road ATV Club President
Scott Black

ATVs lined up to start the
Drag Racing

ATV Drag racing at the
Miramichi Drag Way Park

Miramichi Mud Fest 2008
Mud Hole

ALBERT COUNTY TRAIL BLAZERS ANNUAL BROADLEAF JAMBOREE JULY 11—13, 2008
Breathtaking views from the trails, great hospitality, a challenging ATV course and wonderful people are
just a few things that made the Albert County Trail Blazers 2008 Jamboree an event worth attending.
Great organizing by ACTB President Blair Colpitts, Vice President Travis Smith, Treasurer Debbie Smith
and the other volunteers. NBATVF President said “I was impressed with the skills challenge and how well
the competitors handled their bikes.” The Albert County Trail Blazers next event is their 5th Annual Pig
Roast and Poker Run on August 9, 2008.

Skills Challenge

Skills Challenge

Skills Challenge

Highlands Run view
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LOTTERY WINNER 2008

Lesa Mollins; Co-Owner Hi Tech Power Sports
Alvin Leger from Moncton, NB; $4000 Bombardier Credit Winner
Jacques Poirier; NBATVF General Manager

MESSAGE FROM ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ACCOUNTING CLERK—CATHY COMEAU
All sold and unsold 2008 decals should be sent to the Federation office no
later than October 31, 2008.

MEET YOUR NBATVF OFFICE STAFF

General Manager

Trail Coordinator

Administrative Assistant / Accountant

Communications Coordinator

Jacques Poirier

Benoit Cyr

Cathy Comeau

Kira Simms

IF YOUR CLUB WOULD LIKE YOUR EVENTS PUBLISHED IN THE NBATVF
NEWSLETTER, ON THE WEBSITE OR ANY OTHER COMMUNICATION, PLEASE
SEND YOUR INFORMATION TO OUR COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
KIRA SIMMS VIA EMAIL AT nbatving@nb.aibn.com, FAX 506-472-5140 OR
CALL HER DIRECTLY AT 1-888-847-1100.
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AUGUST 2008
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
3
10
17

24

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

14

15

2
9
16
23
30

31

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
•

August 1—Club VTT du Nord Ouest Inc Run WHERE: Club VTT Rossignol Road WHEN: 10:00 AM CONTACT: Louise
Whittaker 737-8184

•

August 2—Petty Trail Blazers ATV Club Bike Pulls @ VCAF CONTACT: Club Hotline 857-6570

•

August 2 & August 3—Petty Trail Blazers ATV Club Poker Runs WHERE: Bill Muirhead’s CONTACT: Club Hotline 8576570

•

August 9—Albert County Trail Blazers 5th Annual Pig Roast & Poker Run (Rough camping & live band) WHERE: 118 Osborne Corner Road CONTACT: Hotline 857-6601

•

August 10—Victoria County ATV Club Inc Poker Run WHERE: Kilburn WHEN: 10:00 AM FOOD: Bring lunch CONTACT:
Hotline 273-2880

•

August 14—OFF ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING (NBATVF MEETING)

•

August 16—United ATV Club 2nd Annual ATV Amazing Race / Rain or Shine WHERE: Register at John’s Camp (4072 Rte
115, Notre Dame) or St. Antoine Gun Club (552 Renauds Mills Rd, St. Antoine) WHEN: 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM COST:
$10.00 per person or $15.00 for 2 people on 1 ATV FOOD: Available throughout the race CONTACT: Joanne 576-6922

•

August 16—Central Greenwich ATV Club 4th Annual Martin Smith Memorial ATV Run Rain or Shine WHERE: 6 Maple
Drive Public Landing WHEN: Registration 9:00 AM—10:00 AM Run starts @ 10:00 AM Prizes & 50/50 FOOD: Bring a
lunch CONTACT: David Foster 738-8348 or 333-8175, Duncan Smith 468-2672, David Wilkins 757-8256

•

August 23—Petty Trail Blazers ATV Club Poker Run WHERE: From Vernon Hall’s to Timberland CONTACT: Club Hotline
857-6570

•

August 24—Skedaddle Ridge Trails People Members Only Steak BBQ CONTACT: Lloyd Culberson 375-6688 / 324-3422

•

August 30—SAFETY DAY EVENT IN FREDERICTON 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM (NBATVF EVENT)

